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 “Happy Destiny”, 
visit our website?  

Our annual 
fundraiser is sure to 
be a great time!  WE 
hope you can join 
us.  You can find 
more information on 
the website at 
aapeoria.org/happy
-destiny 

Everyone can take 
part in the Online 
Auction!  The 
auction will be open 
a week before the 
event.  Keep an eye 
out for the flyer. 

Pie in the Face 
Contest!  This year 
we will have 
volunteers willing to 
get a pie in the face 
for the Intergroup.  
Buy a chance to be 
the person who puts 
the pie in the face of 
the volunteer. 
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Pushing Through, Finding Hope 
I had been sober 21 years, had a good job, bought 
a house and was raising my son on my own.  I met 
a guy in AA that had significantly less time than I 
did, but none the less I thought we were a good 
match.  He had a good job, and his son was about 
the same age as mine.  We had a rocky start, but 
our relationship seemed to be progressing. 

We went to meetings together and other AA 
functions and we had a lot of fun.  We also 
enjoyed motorcycle riding and bought a bike 
together.  Time went by and I wanted to move to 
the next level of our relationship, so I asked him to 
move into my house.  In the meantime, I was still 
going to meetings, and he wasn't.  He blamed it on 
his job.  He didn't have a sponsor or talk to anyone 
in the program much.  Well, I knew this wasn't a 
good thing, but I also knew I couldn't work "his" 
program for him.  During this time, he convinced 
me to buy a brand-new expensive car.  I agreed, 
after all, he was paying for half the bills, no 
problem! 

Well, needless to say, things didn't work out for 
us.  He walked out on me after only 3 months, and 
I haven't seen him since.  I was crushed.  I was hurt 
and felt abandoned.  I was angry and thought I 
was going to drown financially.  I definitely 
thought I would have to file bankruptcy.  I was 
devastated.  I was powerless. 

 

Peoria Area Intergroup 
320 East Lake St., #4 
Peoria, IL 61614  

aapeoria.org 
peoriaintergroup@ 
      sbcglobal.net 

24-Hour Hotline  

(309) 687-1329 
 
Office Hours: 
Mon - Fri, 9am to 5pm 
Sat 9am to 12 noon 
Sun 10am to 3pm           
Closed Holidays 

Holiday Closings: 
December 24, Christmas Eve 
December 25, Christmas 
December 31, New Year’s Eve 
January 1, New Year’s Day 

During the pandemic, our 
hours may fluctuate.  Please 
call for updates.  

Intergroup Concerns 
Quarterly Newsletter        Winter Edition 2021-22: December, January, February 

 

(Continued on p.12)  

A Message from your DCM 
It is a privilege to write a few words regarding the health of 
District 6. I would like to briefly describe my past and 
present experiences with District 6, and a hope for its 
future.  

I have had the opportunity to be of service with District 6 
for a few years now. It is a joy to be a part of such an active 
and energetic district within SIA 21. District 6 is the direct 
link between local groups and SIA 21. In addition, our 
district works closely with our local Intergroup to ensure 
that the A.A. message is carried to any alcoholic that still 
suffers.  

I am extremely grateful that when I got out of treatment, I 
had a Big Book, meeting list, and phone numbers 
immediately available to me. I have since found that this 
was thanks to our local district and Intergroup’s time and 
dedication. When I arrived at District 6, I found like-minded 
A.A. members gathered taking care of business and sharing 
their love for A.A. I quickly found myself catapulted into the 
middle of A.A. where, by the Grace of God, I have remained 
ever since.  

Currently, District 6 provides an inclusive “Hybrid” meeting 
format that allows members to attend in person or online. 
This has undoubtedly increased participation for those that 
may not be able to be of service if it were facilitated in 
person only. The meetings average 25 people and is a safe 
place for new and existing members to feel welcome. I have 
personally witnessed the members of District 6 greet others 
arriving to their first district meeting with arms wide open – 
making them feel “a part of” by listening to new 
perspectives. They are always open to new members and 
observers. Many people have enjoyed visiting District 6 
meetings because they have experienced a Loving God 
expressing Himself through any minority opinion within the 
informed group conscience.  

In conclusion, District 6 is alive and thriving as a direct result 
of the outstanding efforts of some of the greatest people I 
have encountered in A.A. They continue fulfilling the 
responsibility that ensures the future of A.A. in and around 
our local area for the alcoholics that we have not met yet. 
Thank you, District 6 and Peoria Intergroup, for all that you 

do. I look forward to seeing each of you soon.  

Will H. 

 



Spotlight on Books 

Twelve Step Sponsorship: Sponsorship is 

a rich and enduring part of tradition of 
Alcoholics Anonymous. Twelve Step 
Sponsorship delivers both the theory and 
practice--how to do it 
and why--in a clear, 
step-by-step 
presentation. This is 
the first truly 
comprehensive look 
at sponsorship, a 
role recovering 
people benefit from 
both as sponsees 
and ultimately as sponsors. It includes 
informative sections that deal with: 
finding a sponsor and being a sponsor. 
This book offers a welcome 
reinforcement to the tradition of "passing 
it on" from one generation of sponsors to 

the next... 

Take Me To Your Sponsor: Sobriety can 

be tough sometimes, 
which is why 
recovering alcoholics 
can always use a 
good laugh. 
Two of the most 
beloved 

departments of 
Grapevine are the “At Wit’s 

End” jokes and the cartoons, all 
contributed and drawn by AA members. 
This book contains some of the best 
laughs of the last few years, dealing with 
meetings, sponsorship, dating and 
marriage, friends and coworkers, 
character defects and more. We hope 
this book brightens your day and gives 
you some hearty, well-earned laughs. 

 

From the desk of Peoria 
Area Intergroup:  

Hello again, hello… 

Well friends, I am back in the 
office.  I just can’t get this place out 
of my system!  I started working in 
the late part of December.  It will 
take me a little time to re-adjust to 
the office again, so please be 
patient with your requests.  I will 
do my best.   

I have been the fundraising 
chairperson this past year and am 
very excited about the Happy 
Destiny Fundraiser that is 
happening on February 19th.  If you 
don’t have a ticket – get one 
quickly!!  Great food, Fellowship, 
music, and laughter.   

I want to thank all of our 
volunteers who have stuck through 
the transition.  In particular: Mark 
R., Judy L., Rita D., Mary Beth, 
Melanie, Don, Larry, Fred L., and 
Alex for stepping up to keep the 
office open.   I am also very 
grateful for the help and support 
from Keith T., who has served this 
community more than you know!! 
To all of you who have answered 
the 24-hour hotline – THANK YOU!   
I am grateful for you all. 

In love and service, Jane P. 

 

 

Members Share: 
The Road of Sobriety 

We are marching steadfast, 
determined, committed, 
sometimes slowly, other times 
fast.  Our position in the 
journey changes from time to 
time.  New marchers join in, 
others change their positions.  
Still others stop marching 
either for a short time, longer 
time, maybe never rejoin, and 
others die. 

Some of us have big smiles on 
our faces, some grins are only 
on the inside.  Others not 
quite ready to smile again. 

We are not like the military 
marchers who appear to 
maintain slimness, strength, 
uniformity.  No, we are all 
ages, sizes, abilities, 
educations, and gifts.  Some of 
us physically fit, others not so 
much. 

We have a goal in mind, it is 
only a day by day.  For some, 
moment by moment, but if we 
remain steadfast, determined 
and willing we can continue on 
this road of sobriety. 

Judy L.  
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Members Share: 
What gives you 
hope? 

A dark day going into a 
bright day.   Brian M. 

Everything.  I am 
hopeful every time I 
wake up.    Bill J. 

After 2 years of Covid, it 
is one month until the 
Fundraiser and 
everything looks perfect.   
Dick S.  

Faith and Trust in God 
gives me hope.   Matt B.  

That the MLB strike will 
be over by spring.  Going 
to AA meetings brings 
me hope.    George P. 

My girlfriend is getting 
better from Covid, I am 
healthy.  Rob W. 

One day closer to spring 
gives me hope.  Another 
thing, it is a good day, I 
am moving.  Fred L. 

Nature.  Mother nature 
resting every winter and 
then re-emerging each 
spring, growing each 
summer, reflecting in 
the fall, and then doing 
all again.  Pam R. 
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From Hopeless to Hopeful 

HOPE…just a simple, plain ol’ four-letter word.  If you add four more letters 
to that plain ol’ simple word, you may just find yourself hopeless. Hopeless 
is a scary place, and I found myself there many times back when I was an 
active drinker – an alcoholic…. An addict.  But...if you add three letters to 
“hope”, you can find yourself hopeful! It can be quite the journey getting 
from the one to the other, and for some, a seemingly impossible journey.  
How does one get from hopeless to hopeful you ask?  Let me tell you how it 
worked for me, how I found more hope than I ever could have imagined.  

Just over seven years ago my journey from the one to the other started.  I 
entered a treatment program and started going to AA meetings. The many 
rooms of AA, the Big Book (among many other books on our disease), and 
the people in those rooms helped me take those first few steps of my 
journey.  To be honest, there was not much hope inside me in the 
beginning.  Things seemed impossible (hopeless). I had a lot of doubt 
because good things didn’t happen to me, at least not that my alcoholic 
brain could see.  I stuck around.  I kept coming back.  I listened and listened, 
and the hope started creeping in.  Friendships were made. Trusting began.  I 
actually did some of the work that this program requires.  I expected none 
of this when I first came in.  They say that AA is a simple program but not 
necessarily easy.  Let me tell you, it was not easy to trust, not easy to open 
up, not easy to believe in the “miracle”. 

I am not quite sure when the miracle actually happened, but that is not 
important to me.  What is important is that it did happen over time.  So, 
hopes and dreams can come true if you have the will and the honesty to 
make it all happen.  There is no specific time frame.  We are all so very alike, 
but so very different.  That is part of the glory of the people within the 
rooms.   

Today, hope is so alive within me, my hope to continue growing in this 
program, growing my relationship with my HP, and my super amazing large 
group of friends.  My hope is to never let my guard down no matter how 
much sober time I have, to continue allowing that hope to shine in my eyes 
so that others can see it…can believe in it and can grab ahold of the hands 
that are held out to them.   

 Debbie H. 
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AA Intergroup Association Preamble 
In solemn affirmation of the letter and spirit of the Twelve Steps and 
Twelve Traditions and placing all our activities under the guidance of a 
Higher Power, the various groups of Alcoholics Anonymous hereby 
establish an Intergroup Association.  

The purposes of the Association are: 

1. To perform those functions which are common to the aims of all 
groups of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

2. To assist in the education of the general public concerning the 
disease alcoholism and the role of A.A. in combating the disease. 

3. To assist alcoholics and their families. 
4. To maintain a conveniently located office in which paid workers and 

volunteers are available to carry the A.A. message. 
5. To act as a clearing house for the circulation and exchange of 

information among all the A.A. groups of the Association. 
6. To receive inquiries from those seeking help and refer them to the 

appropriate group where sponsorship can be arranged, or to other 
appropriate organizations and agencies. 

7. To publish and distribute, at regular intervals, up-to-date list of 
meetings and other information about local A.A. services. 

I Am Responsible 
When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA 

always to be there. And for that: 

I Am Responsible 

Elected Board Members 
Chairman of the Board: Matt B. 

Vice Chairman: Susan M. 

Treasurer: Dick S.  

Secretary: David Hays 

Director at Large:  Dawne Mc. 

Director at Large:  Zach F. 

Director at Large:  Bill C. 

Director at Large: Darren D. 

Director at Large: Steve R. 

Office Manager: Jane P.  

Office Volunteers:  

Mark R., Rita D., Fred L., Judy L., 
Mary Beth, Larry S., Melanie, 
and Don. 

Thank you to all those listed 
above. We also wish to thank all 
the intergroup representatives 
for your service to PAIA and 
tending to the needs of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.  

Volunteer for the 12 Step Call List! 
When our volunteers answer our 24-hour phone line, we may have a need to 
connect the caller with a member of Alcoholics Anonymous for additional help.   
If you are looking for some service work, please consider being a volunteer for 
the 12-step call list.   Pease call (309)687-1329 for more information. 

 



  
Service Opportunities in District 6 

Archives: Have an interest in AA history and the idea of preserving our 
history? George P. has plenty of opportunities for volunteers! (309) 
643-0092. 

Corrections: Nina T. are the co-chairs. Do you have a desire to help with 
corrections? Contact (309)687-1329. 

Grapevine: Darren D. is the chairperson. AA’s International Journal of 
Alcoholics Anonymous is our connection to the world of AA. Call (309) 
360-8186 to find out more. 

Hospitals & Institutions Committee:  Kevin H. chairs this committee 
and has been working hard at connecting local AA with treatment 
centers during the pandemic.  

Intergroup is looking for volunteers! Call Jane P. at (309) 687-1329. 

Public Outreach: Jake W. is the chairperson.  Call intergroup for more 
information. 

Cooperation with the Professional Community: does not have a 
chairperson.  If you are interested in helping connect AA with the 
professional community, we need you!  

Unity & Fellowship needs your help. They are looking for volunteers to 
put together events in District 6 that would involve members of all AA 
clubs and meetings.  

Workshops Committee:  a chairperson is needed to put on informative, 
fun workshops for the community.  

 
Schedule of Service Meetings 2022 
Peoria Area Intergroup at 329 E. Lake Street, #4, Peoria  
Board Meeting:  December 16, 2021 at 6pm 
Steering Committee Meeting:  January 20, 2022 at 6pm   
Board Meeting:  February 17, 2022 at 6pm 

Unity & Fellowship: Meeting held the first Tuesday of each month at 
6pm at 329 E. Lake Street, #4, Peoria.   

District ‘6’ Meetings: Third Sunday of each month at 2:00 pm except 
when there are Area meetings.  Hybrid (In-person & Zoom) meetings.  
Locations to be announced. 

Southern Illinois Area 21: March, June, September, and December.  
Locations, dates, and times to be announced. 

- 4 - - 13 - 

Upcoming Events 
Local: 
GSR Training – Hosted by Area 21 
January 22, 2022  
10:00 am – 11:00 am 
Or  
February 23, 2022 
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Zoom ID: 277 952 6409 
Password: Area21GSR 
 
PAIA 2022 Fundraiser – Happy Destiny 
February 19, 2022 
Doors open at 5:30 pm 
Dac’s Smokehouse BBQ 
Online Auction  
Music provided by Local AA Members 
Pie in the Face Contest!! 
Will be held in person only 
Tickets on sale NOW!!  $25 each 
 
48th Annual East Central Region – Conference of 
Delegates, Past & Present: 
February 11-13, 2022 
See Registration Form and Information on 
AAPEORIA.ORG 
 
 

In Other News: 
District 6 is still looking for volunteers to chair on 
a couple committees:  Cooperation with the 
Professional Community Committee, and the 
Workshop Committee.  If you have any interest 
in doing some service work, here is your chance!  
Come to the next District meeting and let them 
know you can help!!  

Happy Destiny! 

PAIA Fundraiser: 
Coming Soon! 
This year the 
Intergroup is 
hosting a fundraiser 
that you can’t miss.  
An online auction, 
great food from 
Dac’s Smokehouse 
BBQ, music 
provided by our 
own fellowship and 
tons of fun!!  Tickets 
are available now.  
Call the office for 
more information. 
(309)687-1329.  

If you would like to 
volunteer to help 
Intergroup, give us 
a call at (309)687-
1329.   

 



  

September 
Visitors 137 

Phone Calls 98 

E-Mails 205 

12-Step Calls 14 

October 
Visitors 110 

Phone Calls 113 

E-Mails 144 

12-Step Calls 7 

November 
Visitors 96 

Phone Calls 70 

E-Mails 144 

12-Step Calls 2 

TOTAL 
Visitors 343 

Phone Calls 281 

E-Mails 393 

12-Step Calls 23 
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Peoria Area Intergroup  
After Hours Coverage 

The following groups have  
volunteered to take care of the  
24-hour AA hotline when the  
intergroup office is closed: 

Sunnyland Phoenix ........ Jan 13 – Jan 19 
Chillicothe Riverside ...... Jan 20 – Jan 26 
Morton Stone Jug ............Jan 27 – Feb 2 
Lakers ................................ Feb 3 – Feb 9 
Imago Dei ...................... Feb 10 – Feb 16 
Wake Up Call ................ Feb 17 – Feb 23  
Share Clean Air .............. Feb 24 – Mar 2 
Alano Valley .................... Mar 3 – Mar 9 
Hilltop ......................... Mar 10 – Mar 16 
Pioneer  ....................... Mar 17 – Mar 23 
Pekin Celestial ............. Mar 24 – Mar 30  
New Beginnings ............. Mar 31 – Apr 6 
Sunnyland Phoenix ......... Apr 7 – Apr 13 
 
After signing up, be sure you have the most 
recent copy of the 12-step volunteer list 
and a current AA meeting list.   

Thank you for being the “face” of AA 
when our office is not open. We are so 
lucky to have volunteers available to 
answer our phones 24/7.  When anyone 
calls for help, the hand of AA is there to 
answer the call.  

When you see the sign-up sheet at your 
group, please volunteer.  You never know 
how much it can help the still suffering 
alcoholic.  

It just doesn’t get any better than that! 

 
 

 

 

Last Quarter 
Intergroup Activity: 

Have 1+ years of 
sobriety? Sign up on 
your group’s sign-up 

sheet. 

Congratulations! 
 

November 
2021:  
Geri S ............ 38 yrs 
Jack F ............ 45 yrs 
Jenni R ............ 1 yrs 
Brad W ......... 15 yrs 
Cassie S ........ 10 yrs 
Quinn G ........ 13 yrs 
Maggie C ........ 5 yrs 
Nina T ........... 20 yrs 
Daniel D ........ 15 yrs 
 
 

Sober Anniversaries 
 

November 
2021:  
Scott F .............. 1 yrs 
Al Z ................... 4 yrs 
Mike .............. 38 yrs 
Bob T ............. 36 yrs 
Tom M ............. 6 yrs 
Nancy L .......... 21 yrs 
Mary Ann D ... 25 yrs 
Aaron D ......... 16 yrs 
Eric R .............. 34 yrs 
Bill B ............... 45 yrs 
 
 

Celebrating  

Years of Sobriety 

March 399 

April 130 

May 392 

June 494 

July 363 

August 580 

September 357 

October 480 

November 388 

TOTAL YEARS 3,583 

TOTAL DAYS 1,304,212 

 

Pushing Through, Finding Hope - cont’d  
(Continued from page 1) 
By the grace of God, I did not drink over this.  I called someone from AA.  I turned 
to my higher power and asked for help.  I made phone calls, tried to get out of the 
car and motorcycle loans, didn't happen.  So, I surrendered.  I had to own up to 
what I signed up for.  I had to accept that I couldn't change him or anything that 
had happened.  I turned it over to my higher power and then changed the things I 
could.  I straightened up my budget, got all my bills as low as possible, got rid of 
cable tv, ate out less and just tried to do the next right thing.  This wasn't easy but 
after doing this for a while, good things started coming my way. 
 
I believe the best thing that came from this situation was hope.  A feeling of 
trust.  That no matter what life throws at me I do not have to drink to get through 
tough times.  I have faith in a higher power and the AA program to help me.  There 
also was a shift in my program as well.  It was a push to work through the steps 
again.  I started meditation and really growing spiritually. 
 
Looking back I can honestly say I'm grateful for that experience because it helped 
me work on my own program and helped me realize that there is always hope that 
things will get better! 

Wendy J. 



Peoria Area Intergroup 2020 Budget 

Even though intergroup has their own fundraiser once a year, they still 
rely heavily on group donations to balance the budget and serve AA 
members in the community. Without group contributions, the 
intergroup office would experience a shortfall each year.  

Annual 
INCOME 

**Group Donations ............................................................... $14,400 
Rent ............................................................................................ $600 
Spring Fundraiser Revenue .................................................... $12,000 
Gross Literature Income Group ............................................. $10,000 
Gross Literature Income Walk-In ........................................... $14,000 

Total Income $51,000 
EXPENSES 

Literature Expenses & Sales Tax ............................................ $20.260 
Spring Fundraiser Expenses ..................................................... $6,000 
Fixed Costs ............................................................................. $21,340 
Variable Costs .......................................................................... $2,400 

Total Expenses $50,000 
Income needed to balance budget  
(through fundraising) .......................................................... ($20,400) 

**Average group contributions of $14,400  
per year are not guaranteed.  

  “Self-support begins with me because I am part of us—the group. We pay 
our rent and utility bills, buy coffee, snacks and A.A. literature. We support 
our central office, our area committee, and our General Service Office. If it 
were not for those entities, many new people would never discover the 
miracles of A.A.”  

Twelfth Step work is the lifeblood of Alcoholics Anonymous—carrying the 
message to the next suffering alcoholic. Without it, the Fellowship would 
wither and die. Yet, even at its simplest level this vital contact  
between one alcoholic and another involves an investment of time and 
money. (From the pamphlet: “Self Support: Where Money and Spirituality 
Work”)  
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Sober Anniversaries 
 

Congratulations! 
 

August 2021: 
Bob B ................. 22 yrs 
Sheri B ............... 37 yrs 
Mark S ............... 33 yrs 
Kim M ................ 37 yrs 
Chad C ............... 13 yrs 
Jackie U ............... 7 yrs 
Dan T ................... 4 yrs 
Dean H .............. 32 yrs 
Don H ................ 12 yrs 
Scott C ............... 26 yrs 
Danny F ............... 5 yrs 
Steph ................... 1 yrs 
 

September 2021: 
Missy  .................. 4 yrs 
Kevin H .............. 16 yrs 
Pat R .................. 37 yrs 
Jared P ............... 17 yrs 
Shane A ............... 5 yrs 
Nick B ................ 37 yrs 
Nicole W .............. 1 yrs 
Ashlei R ............... 1 yrs 
Judy L .................. 5 yrs 
Dick S ................. 16 yrs 
Howard M ......... 19 yrs 
Gary N ............... 27 yrs 
Mark R ............... 13 yrs 
Diane  ................ 20 yrs 
Linda T ................. 4 yrs 
Mark N .............. 39 yrs 
Terry C ............... 33 yrs 
Jenny ................... 3 yrs 
Richard ................ 9 yrs 
Tom L ................ 31 yrs 

July 2021: 
Alex R ................. 1 yrs 
Mary ................ 30 yrs 
Tom H .............. 17 yrs 
Paul T ................. 1 yrs 
Bob P ............... 11 yrs 
Mark C ................ 5yrs 
Shelly B ............ 12 yrs 
Bob B ............... 22 yrs 
Patty A ............. 39 yrs 
Gina K .............. 42 yrs 
Aly M ............... 20 yrs 
Phil O ................. 9 yrs 
Taylor................. 5 yrs 

August 2021: 
Johnnie F ......... 33 yrs 
MZ Kelly ........... 32 yrs 
Hal ................... 14 yrs 
Frank H ............ 28 yrs 
Renda .............. 38 yrs 
Fred J ............... 37 yrs 
Andrew M.......... 5 yrs 
Danny F ............. 5 yrs 
Pete S .............. 36 yrs 
Larry E .............. 28 yrs 
Suzanne J ........... 1 yrs 
Barb M ............... 4 yrs 
Dennis  ............. 42 yrs 
Nick K ............... 11 yrs 
Jim C ................ 11 yrs 
Dave H ............... 1 yrs 
Tom M ............. 15 yrs 
Brian N ............... 2 yrs 
Michael E ........... 8 yrs 
 

September 2021: 
Mark A ................ 8 yrs 
Lisa G ................ 10 yrs 
Cassie K ............... 2 yrs 
 

October 2021:  
Courtney ............. 4 yrs 
Melisa B .............. 7 yrs 
Lisa T ................. 10 yrs 
Michaela ........... 24 yrs 
Bob N ................ 19 yrs 
John C ............... 19 yrs 
Saroya ................. 3 yrs 
Paula H................ 8 yrs 
Joe N ................. 24 yrs 
Pam S .................. 8 yrs 
Jan O ................. 37 yrs 
Annett ............... 31 yrs 
Ed D .................. 13 yrs 
Dave G .............. 42 yrs 
Connie T ............ 10 yrs 
Melissa B ............ 2 yrs 
Jo B ................... 38 yrs 
Jerry Y ............... 32 yrs 
Kim N .................. 9 yrs 
Joe N ................. 24 yrs 
Tiffany N ............. 1 yrs 
Chris H-W .......... 23 yrs 
Lucy S .................. 4 yrs 
Mike B ................. 5 yrs 
Charlie B ........... 21 yrs 
Nicole K ............... 5 yrs 
Tom E ................ 33 yrs 
Joseph ............... 24 yrs 
 
 
 
 
Ll, 
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Sober Anniversaries 
 

Congratulations! 
 

March 2021: 
Rob C .............. 30 yrs 
Bob N ............. 21 yrs 
Steve R ............. 3 yrs 
Linda E............ 36 yrs 
Jim D .............. 21 yrs 
Dennis M ........ 16 yrs 
Jess C ................ 2 yrs 
Tom H ............ 13 yrs 
Dave ............... 11 yrs 
Lucky .............. 45 yrs 
Chris H .............. 2 yrs 
Tony H ............ 10 yrs 
Ryan R .............. 5 yrs 
Bob A ............. 43 yrs 
Bob B .............. 28 yrs 
Brett M........... 26 yrs 
Kerry O ........... 30 yrs 
Dave R ............ 44 yrs 
David S ........... 13 yrs 

 
April 2021:  
Dan B.............. 25 yrs 
Pam R ............. 23 yrs 
Mark K .............. 3 yrs 
Vincente A ..... 10 yrs 
Lee S ............... 10 yrs 
Toni G ............. 34 yrs 
Marjie .............. 5 yrs 
Mike C .............. 6 yrs 
Ann O ............... 4 yrs 
Pennie M .......... 6 yrs 
Gene W ............ 4 yrs 
 
 

May 2021:  
Arty ................... 32 yr 
Kelly C ............... 2 yrs 
Robin N ............. 5 yrs 
Jessica C ........... 1 yrs 
Mark L ............ 12 yrs 
Lonnie S .......... 40 yrs 
Fred L.............. 36 yrs 
Buddy G ............ 1 yrs 
Jack T .............. 49 yrs 
DeeDee S .......... 1 yrs 
Mike P .............. 1 yrs 
Jason .............. 19 yrs 
Martin Z .......... 13 yrs 
Harold S .......... 19 yrs 
Mary  ................ 9 yrs 
Nanly ................ 1 yrs 
Frankie ........... 22 yrs 
John from PA .. 34 yrs 
Angel M .......... 32 yrs 
Kristen H ........... 7 yrs 
Greg A ............ 33 yrs 
Jim L ............... 23 yrs 

June 2021: 
Lee L ............... 26 yrs 
Kenny T........... 29 yrs 
Amy O ............... 3 yrs 
Chris W ............. 3 yrs 
Les .................... 1 yrs 
James ............... 7 yrs 
George Pu ...... 29 yrs 
George Pa ....... 33 yrs 
SRD ................... 9 yrs 
Matt B .............. 4 yrs 

 She Found Hope in AA 

I’ve often wondered why that one particular day in 1984 I woke up 
and said, “God I can’t do this anymore”.  How many other times had I 
said that and by the evening I was drunk – AGAIN. I called Intergroup, 
not sure how, and at the end of the phone line a man answered. I 
said, “I need help”. His response was “give me your number and I’ll 
have someone call you back”. I said they better hurry because I need 
help NOW”.   

A lady called me and started by asking “what’s going on”? I started 
telling her about all the pain of drinking, when I didn’t even want to 
drink, the neglect of myself and of my family’s emotional needs and 
all of the guilt and shame I had. I found out she understood me and 
had experienced some of the same things I was going through. That’s 
where it started, that little seed of hope. Just a tiny thing. I’m not 
sure I even knew what hope felt like. I knew what hopeless felt like 
but how was I to go from hopeless to hope? 

This same lady took me to my first AA meeting. There was her, a man 
and me at that meeting. He had around 8 years and she had 3 years 
of sobriety. They shared their stories with me and when I left, I felt 
hope and not hopeless. Something I hadn’t felt for a long time. 

I’ve learned from the program and many meetings that I need people 
to help me to stay sober and to remind me that for any situation I 
may be facing there is always hope. To see the newcomer that’s going 
through the traumas of early sobriety to the old timer who is facing 
life traumas we face in long term sobriety, both hopeless because 
these things seem insurmountable, both leaving the meeting full of 
hope because they sat at the tables with other people who knew 
what they were going through. 

From hopeless to hope for me is knowing I never have to be alone 
again. No matter where I go, I can find a bunch of people in an AA 
meeting who will understand me even though they’ve never met me 
before. I’ve learned that the hope in the program is in the meetings. 
I’m convinced there’s not any problem that I’m going to have or that 
you are going to have that “WE” can’t get through it. To me that is 
hope. 

Cyndy B. 
 

June 2021: 
Ed Q ............... 3 yrs 
Monte ......... 11 yrs 
Ted F............ 27 yrs 
Wendy J ....... 29 yrs 
Jackie N ......... 7 yrs 
Bill W ........... 33 yrs 
Jaycie S .......... 2 yrs 
Nettie H ......... 3 yrs 
Dan H ............ 1 yrs 
Brittney S....... 1 yrs 
Jon M .......... 31 yrs 
Steve L ......... 20 yrs 
Aaron B ......... 4 yrs 
Chris S ........... 2 yrs 
Cyndy B ....... 37 yrs 
Donnie B ........ 6 yrs 
Kathy ............. 4 yrs 
Liz R ............. 33 yrs 
Tony M ........ 21 yrs 
Jeff E .............. 8 yrs 
Jeff ............... 42 yrs 
Mike O ......... 25 yrs 

July 2021: 
Matt N ......... 28 yrs 
Julie M ........... 2 yrs 
Amy A ............ 8 yrs 
Steve H ........ 15 yrs 
Bill H .............. 2 yrs 
John C ............ 6 yrs 
Ed Y ............... 1 yrs 
Phyllis C ....... 33 yrs 
Nancy ............ 9 yrs 
Tom C .......... 45 yrs 



 Peoria Area Intergroup Association 

ASSETS (as of 30 Nov 2021) 

Checking ........................................................................ $4,091 
Prudent Reserve ............................................................ $8,281 
Accounts Receivable ......................................................... $473 
Inventory ....................................................................... $7,495 

Total Assets $20,340 
LIABILITIES (as of 30 Nov 2021) 

Credit Card ........................................................................ $465 
Vendors ............................................................................ $690 

Total Liabilities $1,155 

2021 Total Year to Date (as of 30 Nov 2021) 

INCOME 
Group Contributions ..................................................... 11,682 
Walk in & Misc. Contributions ........................................ 1,352 
District 6 Rent .................................................................... 550 
Dividend Income .................................................................... 3 
Spring & Fall Event Revenue ........................................... 4,169 
Literature / Merchandise Income................................. 17,811 

Total Income $35,567 
EXPENSES 

Advertising ...................................................................... (540) 
Bank Charges .................................................................... (30) 
Credit Card Fees ............................................................. (394) 
Miscellaneous ................................................................. (105) 
Spring & Fall Event Expense ........................................... (693) 
Illinois Sales Tax ........................................................... (1,282) 
Insurance ........................................................................ (687) 
Literature Expense ..................................................... (13,739) 
Office Supplies / Newsletter ........................................ (1,056) 
Contract Labor ........................................................... (14,078) 
Postage ............................................................................... (8) 
Rent ............................................................................. (4,180) 
Phone / Comcast ......................................................... (2,004) 
Website............................................................................. (49) 

Total Expenses ($38,845) 
Net Income (Loss) ($3,278) 
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A Message from PAIA’s President 
Greetings Peoria AA Community.  I hope that 2022 is treating you well, and that 
blessings of your Higher Power are with you daily.  Starting off the new year the 
PAIA is in good condition.  We have survived the pandemic with prudent 
budgeting, a well involved board and steering committee, willing volunteers, and 
professional and active office management. 

In December 2021, we welcomed into the office a new Office Manager in Jane 
P.  She is not new to the position as having served there previously from 2019 to 
2021.  Welcome back Jane and we look forward to the future with you as the 
Office Manager! 

On behalf of the PAIA Steering Committee and Board, I would like to formally 
thank Missy L. for her dedication and leadership of the PAIA office in 2021!  We 
wish you the best in your future endeavors and look forward to you keeping 
involved in the PAIA activities. 

Thank you to all the volunteers that staff the office, work on various activities, and 
our volunteers in waiting!  We welcome any new volunteers.   For questions about 
volunteering, email peoriaintergroup@sbcglobal.net. 

Financially we are down a bit from where we were before the pandemic, but as I 
mentioned we are still solvent and progressing well.  Thank you to Dick S. for his 
dedication as treasurer, but mostly for his years of service and current leadership 
within the board.   

Please mark your calendars for Saturday February 19th - for the PAIA fundraiser 
which will include food, fun, and fellowship. 

On behalf of the entire PAIA organization, I would like to thank Aly S. of Riverside 
for her years serving on the PAIA Board as Secretary.  Her thoroughness with the 
meeting minutes and dedication to the revitalization of PAIA will be missed.  Make 
sure to thank her for her efforts when you see her around. 

Also thank you to our Web Servant Keith T. from Pekin Celestial for his support of 
the PAIA website and support of hybrid PAIA meetings.  Your enthusiasm and 
willingness are very much appreciated. 

Thanks also to Larry S for his efforts as Intergroup Liaison and his visits to all the 
clubs.  Be ready for more visits this year and we appreciate the valued input you 
will be continuing to send back to us! 

For the remaining members of the PAIA Board and Steering Committee, thank you 
and I look forward for your continued service to the Peoria AA Community. 

Lastly If you have any questions or concerns or questions specifically for the PAIA 
Board Chair please address them to me at peoriaintergroup@sbcglobal.net. 

Your chairman in service to the PAIA organization, 

Matt B 


