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Have you seen 
Our Website? 

If you have not had 
an opportunity to 
check out our 
website – please do!!  
You can find it at 
aapeoria.org.    

You will find 
information about 
Alcoholics 
Anonymous, current 
meeting lists, events 
calendar, resources 
for groups, and 
more!!  

We look forward to 
keeping the website 
up to date and 
welcome the 
opportunity to serve 
our community with 
this online presence. 
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Attitude of Gratitude 

By the grace of God I have not found it 
necessary to take a drink since June 16th, 
1996. I was fortunate enough to get sober 
when I was 25 years old. I started drinking 
when I was 13. I never went through the 
drinking to fit in stage. I refer to the 
Doctor’s Opinion in the Big Book. I drank 
because I liked the effect produced by 
alcohol. I had no self-esteem or life skills. I 
drank through every experience I was 
supposed to learn from, so when I 
sobered up, I had not learned a thing 
about life and how to live without alcohol.  

I came into AA through the court system. I 
got a DUI and a possession charge. I was 
given first offender status for the 
possession charge although I had several 
convictions in another state. I was given 
the choice of treatment or jail. I chose 
treatment. I started off in outpatient 
treatment. After struggling to stay sober I 
was put into intensive outpatient 
treatment. I was finally able to set the 
drink down for good.  

Peoria Area Intergroup 
320 East Lake St., #4 
Peoria, IL 61614  
aapeoria.org 
peoriaintergroup@ 
      sbcglobal.net 

24-Hour Hotline  

(309) 687-1329 
 
Office Hours: 
Mon - Fri, 9am to 5pm 
Sat 9am to 12 noon 
Closed Sun. & Holidays 

Holiday Closings: 
December 24, Christmas Eve 
December 25, Christmas 
December 31, New Year’s Eve 
January 1, New Year’s Day 
 
During the pandemic, our 
hours may fluctuate.  Please 
call for updates.  

Intergroup Concerns 
Quarterly Newsletter        Winter Edition 2020-21: December, January, February 

 

(Continued on p. 9)  

A New Design for Living   
AA has given me, to quote the Big Book, A 
design for living that really works! I lived in fear 
when I was drinking. I had no hope that I could 
let alone get by without drinking or feel good 
about doing it. AA has given me actual peace of 
mind. The program allowed me to free myself 
from bondage and replace it with reliance on a 
power greater than myself. I also have a 
program of action to ensure success one day at 
a time. When I came here, I was getting 
divorced, lost another job, and was truly 
looking for a way out.  I was thinking about 
suicide, when my sister introduced me to an 
old acquaintance that was sober in AA. I called 
him and asked him what the secret was. He 
simply said he went to AA and worked the 
steps. I thought if he could do it, so could I. 

I have been sober now 7 years, November 1st 
was my anniversary. I have married my best 
friend who is 17 years sober in AA. I have a 
great job that I enjoy. I am present for my kids, 
which increased to a total of 6 through 
marriage. I have a grandchild. But the greatest 
thing I have today is peace of mind. I am no 
longer running away from anyone or anything, 
and I sleep good at night. What a bargain, all I 
had to do was work 12 steps. I try to help 
others and practice the principals in all my 
affairs. Sobriety in AA is the best decision I ever 
made. Funny that I thought I was too far gone, 
and the hand of AA reached out to me. Thank 
God I took it and didn’t go through with my 
plan. 

Mark J. 

 



Spotlight on Books 

Twelve Step Sponsorship: Sponsorship is 

a rich and enduring part of tradition of 
Alcoholics Anonymous. Twelve Step 
Sponsorship delivers both the theory and 
practice--how to do it 
and why--in a clear, 
step-by-step 
presentation. This is 
the first truly 
comprehensive look 
at sponsorship, a 
role recovering 
people benefit from 
both as sponsees 
and ultimately as sponsors. It includes 
informative sections that deal with: 
finding a sponsor and being a sponsor. 
This book offers a welcome 
reinforcement to the tradition of "passing 
it on" from one generation of sponsors to 

the next... 

Take Me To Your Sponsor: Sobriety can 

be tough sometimes, 
which is why 
recovering alcoholics 
can always use a 
good laugh. 
Two of the most 
beloved 

departments of 
Grapevine are the “At Wit’s 

End” jokes and the cartoons, all 
contributed and drawn by AA members. 
This book contains some of the best 
laughs of the last few years, dealing with 
meetings, sponsorship, dating and 
marriage, friends and coworkers, 
character defects and more. We hope 
this book brightens your day and gives 
you some hearty, well-earned laughs. 

From the desk of Peoria 
Area Intergroup:  

These past few months have been 
very challenging for all of us.  
Learning a new way to 
communicate and keep our 
meetings going, while trying to be 
safe from a weird virus is 
exhausting.  Thank HP for the 
ability to adapt and the help and 
friendship of our members.  

Our office was closed for a short 
time while we were trying to figure 
things out.  I am happy to say that 
we are open in the mornings now, 
and all day on Wednesday.  We are 
also available by appointment. If 
you have any need for literature, 
gifts, or information – stop by the 
office or give us a call.  Our 
volunteers are wonderful, and they 
are ready to help. 

I want to thank all of our 
volunteers.  In particular: Corie T., 
Mark R., Judy L.,  Anne Louise, 
Mary Beth, Aaron F., Fred L., and 
Bill W. for stepping up to keep the 
office open.   I am also very 
grateful for the help and support 
from Keith T., who has been the 
strength of our website.  Recently, 
Amy A. has stepped into the role of 
newsletter story coordinator and 
has done an amazing job.  To all of 
you who have answered the 24 
hour hotline – THANK YOU!   I am 
grateful for you all. 

In love and service, Jane P. 

 

 

Members Share: 
What are you grateful for? 

I’m grateful for the willingness 
my Higher Power whom I 
choose to call God gave me to 
surrender to this disease.  
Linda T.  

The bright yellow walls and the 
people who reside therein.  
Stuart 

I found my higher power and I 
can turn things over to God 
and have some serenity in my 
life, because I never had that 
before.  Ed Z. 

I am grateful for friends, 
brothers and sisters, and 
groups like this that provide 
support and hope for all of us 
who are hurting.  Marty H. 

Everything.  If you would’ve 
seen me 12 years ago- it’s 
been a 180-degree change.  I 
pray more often and it’s 
always “thanks”; it’s not 
always “sorry” as often.  Jim C. 

The rooms of sobriety because 
without them, my life would 
be empty and have no 
meaning.   Flint 

Being given the opportunity to 
live “out there”, and growing 
self-awareness.  Maggie C.  
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Members Share: 
What are you grateful for? 

I am grateful that my feet hit the 
floor today.  Bill B. 

I am grateful for the opportunity 
to live life on life’s terms in 
sobriety.   Ann O. 

Besides my sobriety, I am 
grateful for the love and support 
of my family.   Caitlin G.   

I am grateful for my wife and for 
the sunshine.   David S.  

I am grateful I am alive, I know 
that!!  And all the people who 
have given me confidence and 
strength while I was feeling 
down.    Frank H. 

I am 100% grateful for the AA 
community and the connections 
I’ve been able to make during 
this pandemic because of 
technology/zooms.  Seriously, I 
feel the love.  Courtney 

I am grateful for all the beautiful 
friends I have in my life.  For 
being alive and my sobriety.    
George Pa. 

Today I am grateful for the new 
life that I have with sobriety.  
Hudson 
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A Concept to Ponder 

In December, I reflect on the personal relevance of the 12th Step, the 12th 
Tradition, and the 12th Concept to my life as I attempt "to practice these 
principles in all of [my] affairs". For me, these 3 pillars remind me of 
Finding Balance as well as the Value of Good Living. After some time in 
program, I found an interest in the Concepts. I used to think that because 
I'm not a big shot in Service, I was exempt from the Concepts (feel free to 
laugh with me at me)!  However, with a little exploration I found a special 
fondness for the Concepts, particularly Concept 12, which is an amazing 
summary of the Principles of the Program! Though I could go on and on 
about all three...I'll focus on Concept 12. Concept 12 is rarely a topic in a 
meeting, but I wonder if you will agree that indirectly we encounter these 
principles more often than not? 

  First is an emphasis on the "Spirit" of AA Tradition...if I don't 
know what that means, I can just continue to read as more will be 
revealed! Warranty One reminds me that seeking "wealth" and "power" 
are not in my best interest...they become distractions! In fact, my 
greatest wealth is admitting my powerlessness as that makes everything 
truly meaningful easily within my reach. Warranty Two ([prudence]) isn't 
just about money to me. Prudence reminds me that I already have 
enough and that I AM enough. I am called to share what I have, being 
cautious not to squander. Warranty Three ("unqualified authority") is just 
the reminder I need that I am just another drunk...no better and no worse 
than anyone else. That phrase "commence shoulder to shoulder your 
common journey" reminds me of the life-giving power of Humility. 
Warranty Four ("important decisions") reminds me that decisions work 
out best when they don't occur in a vacuum (Hello Step 3 and Tradition 
2!). When I act as though I am "Large and In Charge" (maybe you can't 
relate), that keeps me apart-from, though I now prefer to be a-part-of. 
The Fifth Warranty ("never...personally punitive nor...controversy") 
reminds me that when I impose my will, it does NOTHING to build unity 
and harmony. I am also reminded that I don't get to judge you, nor invite 
others to judge you! The Sixth Warranty ("remain democratic in thought 
AND action") sets a high bar indeed! Though I can see progress in my 
behavior, I'm still waiting for my thoughts to get on board!!! I am still 
striving. But with the help of bringing the Steps, Traditions, and Concepts 
into my life, I am Finding Balance as well as the Value of Good Living. 

Anonymous 
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AA Intergroup Association Preamble 
In solemn affirmation of the letter and spirit of the Twelve Steps and 
Twelve Traditions and placing all our activities under the guidance of a 
Higher Power, the various groups of Alcoholics Anonymous hereby 
establish an Intergroup Association.  

The purposes of the Association are: 

1. To perform those functions which are common to the aims of all 
groups of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

2. To assist in the education of the general public concerning the 
disease alcoholism and the role of A.A. in combating the disease. 

3. To assist alcoholics and their families. 
4. To maintain a conveniently located office in which paid workers and 

volunteers are available to carry the A.A. message. 
5. To act as a clearing house for the circulation and exchange of 

information among all the A.A. groups of the Association. 
6. To receive inquiries from those seeking help and refer them to the 

appropriate group where sponsorship can be arranged, or to other 
appropriate organizations and agencies. 

7. To publish and distribute, at regular intervals, up-to-date list of 
meetings and other information about local A.A. services. 

I Am Responsible 
When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA 

always to be there. And for that: 

I Am Responsible 

Elected Board Members 
Chairman of the Board: Matt B. 

Vice Chairman: Susan M. 

Treasurer: Dick S.  

Secretary: Aly M. 

Director at Large:  Dawne Mc. 

Director at Large:  Zach F. 

Director at Large:  Bill C. 

Director at Large: Darren D. 

Director at Large: Steve R. 

Office Manager: Jane P.  

Office Volunteers:  

Corie T., Mark R., Fred L., Judy L., 
Mary Beth, Larry S. 

Corie T. – phone list coordinator 

Amy A. – newsletter coordinator 

Thank you to all those listed 
above. We also wish to thank all 
the intergroup representatives 
for your service to PAIA and 
tending to the needs of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.  



  
Service Opportunities in District 6 

Archives: Have an interest in AA history and the idea of preserving our 
history? George P. has plenty of opportunities for volunteers! (309) 
643-0092. 

Corrections: Nina T. and Jerry W. are the co-chairs. Do you have a 
desire to help with corrections? Contact (309)687-1329. 

Grapevine: Darren D. is the chairperson. AA’s International Journal of 
Alcoholics Anonymous is our connection to the world of AA. Call (309) 
360-8186 to find out more. 

Hospitals & Institutions Committee:  Kevin H. chairs this committee 
and has been working hard at connecting local AA with treatment 
centers during the pandemic.  

Intergroup is looking for volunteers! Call Jane P. at (309) 687-1329. 

Public Outreach: Jake W. is the chairperson.  Call intergroup for more 
information. 

Cooperation with the Professional Community: does not have a 
chairperson.  If you are interested in helping connect AA with the 
professional community, we need you!  

Unity & Fellowship needs your help. They are looking for volunteers to 
put together events in District 6 that would involve members of all AA 
clubs and meetings.  

Workshops Committee:  a chairperson is needed to put on informative, 
fun workshops for the community.  

 
Schedule of Service Meetings 2020 
Peoria Area Intergroup at 329 E. Lake Street, #4, Peoria  
Board Meeting:  December 17, 2020 at 6pm 
Steering Committee Meeting:  January 21, 2020 at 6pm   
Board Meeting:  February 18, 2020 at 6pm 

Unity & Fellowship: Meeting held the first Tuesday of each month at 
6pm at 329 E. Lake Street, #4, Peoria. (suspended during pandemic)  

District ‘6’ Meetings: Third Sunday of each month at 2:00 pm.  Hybrid 
(In-person & Zoom) meetings.  Locations to be announced. 

Southern Illinois Area 21: March, June, September, and December.  
Locations, dates, and times to be announced. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Local: 
Concepts Workshop – Hosted by District 6 
December 12, 2020  
9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Zoom ID: 886 2516 9957 
Password: rule62 
 
Area 21 Assembly 
December 13, 2020 
Will be held via zoom 
More will be revealed 
 
New Beginnings Brats and Speaker Meeting: 
December 13, 2020 
Doors Open at 4:00 pm 
Eat at 5:00 pm 
Speaker at 6:00 pm 
 

Other: 
SPRINGYPA: 
December 3rd, 2020 
Begins @ 6:00 pm 
Zoom Meeting ID: 814 0895 9275 
Zoom PW: rule62 
 
 

In Other News: 
District 6 is still looking for volunteers to chair on 
a couple committees:  Cooperation with the 
Professional Community Committee, and the 
Workshop Committee.  If you have any interest 
in doing some service work, here is your chance!  
Come to the next District meeting and let them 
know you can help!!  

Save  
the Date! 

PAIA Fundraiser: 
Coming Soon! 
More will be 
revealed as we 
plan for our next 
fundraising event.  
Keep an eye out for 
an event 
announcement!  

If you would like 
to volunteer to 
help Intergroup, 
give us a call at 
(309)687-1329.   

 



  

September 
Visitors  

Phone Calls  

E-Mails  

12-Step Calls  

October 
Visitors  

Phone Calls  

E-Mails  

12-Step Calls  

November 
Visitors  

Phone Calls  

E-Mails  

12-Step Calls  

TOTAL 
Visitors  

Phone Calls  

E-Mails  

12-Step Calls  
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A New Life 

First let me begin by saying how honored I am to have been asked to 
share my journey so far in recovery.  

It has been a series of ups and downs. The ups are always great, and the 
downs are equally as great. Since coming into the program mid-year 
2019, my life has drastically improved. When I was drinking, I would 
often drink while driving. I know, put on your surprise face. Every single 
time I would wake up the following morning, I would be terrified 
because it was always haunting me that I would kill somebody and end 
up spending the rest of my life behind bars. I’m so grateful I no longer 
have to worry about that.  

My marriage also is stronger that it has been in the 20 years that I have 
been with my wife.  We actually laugh together now. I don’t have to 
worry about what I said, and did, to her when I reached the point of no 
return, the infamous Blackout.  

I have a rock-solid belief in my higher power and have come to the 
realization that without it, I would not have made it to where I am. I 
have asked in prayer countless times and rarely does it disappoint. I am 
much more calm and am able to think with a clearer mind. The list 
literally goes on and on and you don’t have the time to read that much.  

The road has not been easy though. I still have great difficulty with 
resentment and turning it over, just to name a couple. I can let my ego 
get the best of me and it will let me know very quickly when I have 
crossed the line. I still like to “run the show.” I also can forget to 
understand that others are sick to.  

The friends I have made I consider priceless. Never had I dreamed that 
anybody would even care enough to help, let alone listen to the 
problems I have. I encourage anybody that knows they have a problem 
with drinking to begin their journey in Alcoholics Anonymous. It not only 
helps a person stop drinking, it teaches that person to truly live life on 
life’s terms. I am forever grateful for AA and the people in it. Thank you 

so, so, very much to all.      Brian M. 

 

Peoria Area Intergroup  
After Hours Coverage 

The following groups have  
volunteered to take care of the  
24-hour AA hotline when the  
intergroup office is closed: 

Sunnyland Phoenix........... Dec 3 – Dec 9 
Chillicothe Riverside...... Dec 10 – Dec16 
Lakers ........................... Dec 17 – Dec 23 
Morton Stone Jug......... Dec 24 – Dec 30 
Imago Dei ........................ Dec 31 – Jan 6 
Share Clean Air ................. Jan 7 – Jan 13  
Alano Valley ................... Jan 14 – Jan 20 
Hilltop ............................. Jan 21 – Jan 27 
Pioneer ............................ Jan 28 – Feb 3 
Pekin Celestial  ................ Feb 4 – Feb 10 
New Beginnings ............Feb 11 – Feb 17 
Sunnyland Phoenix........Feb 18 – Feb 24 
Chillicothe Riverside....... Feb 25 – Mar 3 
 
After signing up, be sure you have the most 
recent copy of the 12-step volunteer list 
and a current AA meeting list.   

Thank you for being the “face” of AA when 
our office is not open. It’s extremely 
important to have a “real” person 
answering rather than leaving callers to a 
professional answering service or 
answering machine. And because you’re an 
experienced recovering alcoholic, you’re the 
perfect person to help callers find a 
meeting or get help.  

It just doesn’t get any better than that! 

 
 

 

 

Switch  

Last Quarter 
Intergroup Activity: 

Have 1+ years of sobriety? 
Sign up on your group’s 

sign-up sheet. 



Peoria Area Intergroup 2020 Budget 

Even though intergroup has their own fundraiser once a year, they still 
rely heavily on group donations to balance the budget and serve AA 
members in the community. Without group contributions, the 
intergroup office would experience a shortfall each year.  

Annual 
INCOME 

**Group Donations ............................................................... $14,400 
Rent ............................................................................................ $600 
Spring Fundraiser Revenu ...................................................... $12,000 
Gross Literature Income Group ............................................. $10,000 
Gross Literature Income Walk-In ........................................... $14,000 

Total Income $51,000 
EXPENSES 

Literature Expenses & Sales Tax ............................................ $20.260 
Spring Fundraiser Expenses ..................................................... $6,000 
Fixed Costs ............................................................................. $21,340 
Variable Costs .......................................................................... $2,400 

Total Expenses $50,000 
Income needed to balance budget  
(through fundraising) .......................................................... ($20,400) 

**Average group contributions of $14,400  
per year are not guaranteed.  

  “Self-support begins with me, because I am part of us—the group. We pay 
our rent and utility bills, buy coffee, snacks and A.A. literature. We support 
our central office, our area committee, and our General Service Office. If it 
were not for those entities, many new people would never discover the 
miracles of A.A.”  

Twelfth Step work is the lifeblood of Alcoholics Anonymous—carrying the 
message to the next suffering alcoholic. Without it, the Fellowship would 
wither and die. Yet, even at its simplest level this vital contact  
between one alcoholic and another involves an investment of time and 
money. (From the pamphlet: “Self Support: Where Money and Spirituality 
Work”)  
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Sober Anniversaries 
 

Congratulations! 
 

November: 
Jonathan ...................8 yrs 
Steve H ......................4 yrs 
Randy C .................. 15 yrs 
Mike G .................... 37 yrs 
Shari D .................... 30 yrs 
Nina T ..................... 19 yrs 
Marlan R ................. 18 yrs 
Maggie C ...................4 yrs 
Geri S ...................... 33 yrs 
Quinn G .................. 12 yrs 
Tim C ...................... 34 yrs 
Brad W ................... 14 yrs 
Daniel D .................. 14 yrs 
Cassie S .....................9 yrs 
Brad W ................... 14 yrs 
Tim C ...................... 34 yrs 
Bill B ....................... 44 yrs 
Eric R ...................... 33 yrs 

 

Celebrating  

Years of Sobriety 

September  

October  

November  

TOTAL  
*
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Happiness, Contentment and Freedom 

Coming to Alcoholics Anonymous has changed my life completely! 
Yes it has helped me to quit drinking today, thank God, but the 
greatest thing AA has done for me is to give me a relationship with a 
higher power, a God that I never knew was possible. Having that 
relationship now in my life, has given me an inner strength and 
power I never knew was possible. It is not a strength that has come 
from a drink, or superficial things, but a real strength in knowing who 
I am as a child of God. 

I moved to Peoria, IL almost 4 years ago. I’ve moved at least a dozen 
times in my drinking career, each time hoping that the new place 
would “fix” or “change” me. So, when I arrived in Peoria, I had some 
hope, but very little faith that anything would change. I was too 
bitter, resentful, remorseful, and guilty at all the choices I had made 
that had ended me up in the sad state I found myself in yet again. I 
just couldn’t figure out why I just could not stop drinking, and for 
everything to just work out happily like I had seen so many people’s 
lives had, and of whom I was intensely jealous of. I was also very 
angry at whatever God was, for giving me this alcohol addiction and 
no way in sight to have any sort of happy life. So as the drinking 
progressed yet again, and it was clear  Peoria would be no different 
than before, I remember clearly one day crying out to a God, “I can’t 
do this anymore, I need help”. 

Come to find out, that was just the beginning of my AA journey. After 
successfully working through the 12 steps with a sponsor, and 
continuing to work them on a daily basis, I am finally finding that life 
of happiness and a feeling of contentment and freedom I had been 
searching for. I no longer hate myself, my fellows, my lot in life. I find 
joy in knowing a higher power, whom my sponsor likes to tell me, has 
a good plan for my life. Now, as I have just completed yet another 
move to another city, this time is different. I no longer dread the 
future or what it may bring. I no longer expect another place or thing 
to change me. I leave all that to my higher power now. I no longer 
ask if I am good enough to have a sober life. I know the answer to 
that is yes, and it is possible with my God and AA. One day at a time! 

Chris S. 

Sober Anniversaries 
 

Congratulations! 
 

September: 
Scruffy ....................... 8 yrs 
Frank P .................... 28 yrs 
Steve K .................... 39 yrs 
Shane A ..................... 4 yrs  
Judy L ........................ 4 yrs  
Dick S ...................... 15 yrs 
Howard M ............... 18 yrs  
Gary N ..................... 26 yrs 
Steve R .................... 39 yrs  
Rocky D ................... 25 yrs 
Tim E ......................... 1 yrs 
Linda T....................... 3 yrs 
Susan M .................... 7 yrs 
Mark A ...................... 7 yrs 
George M ................ 33 yrs 
Brian M ..................... 1 yrs 
Ivan W ....................... 1 yrs 
Jenny M .................... 2 yrs 
Theresa B .................. 3 yrs 
Diane B .................... 19 yrs 
Mark N .................... 38 yrs 
Tom L ...................... 30 yrs 
Lisa G ......................... 9 yrs 
Mark R .................... 12 yrs 
Derrick ...................... 1 yrs 
Cassie ........................ 1 yrs 
Julia ........................... 3 yrs 
Rachel B .................... 1 yrs 
Jessica J ...................... 3 ye 

October:  
Courtney ..................... 3 yr 
Soraya ....................... 2 yrs 
Michaela ................. 23 yrs 
Paula H ..................... 1 yrs 
Lisa T ......................... 9 yrs 
Annette..................... 3 yrs 
Zach L........................ 2 yrs 
Kim B ...................... 16 yrs 
Ryan H ...................... 9 yrs 
Vaughn B ................ 26 yrs 
Bernie C .................. 23 yrs 
Adam W .................... 5 yrs 
James ........................ 8 yrs 
Joe N ....................... 23 yrs 
Melissa B .................. 1 yrs 
Ron G ...................... 25 yrs 
Kim N ........................ 8 yrs 
Jerry Y ..................... 31 yrs 
Sara A ....................... 1 yrs 
Zach F ....................... 2 yrs 
Kim H ........................ 6 yrs 
Ross H ....................... 1 yrs 
Dale .......................... 1 yrs 
 
 
 



 Peoria Area Intergroup Association 

ASSETS (as of 30 Oct 2020) 

Checking ........................................................................ $9,363 
Prudent Reserve ............................................................ $8,741 
Accounts Receivable ......................................................... $552 
Inventory ....................................................................... $7,048 

Total Assets $25,704 
LIABILITIES (as of 30 Oct 2020) 

Credit Card ........................................................................ $122 
Vendors ............................................................................ $476 

Total Liabilities $598 

2020 Total Year to Date (as of 30 Oct 2020) 

INCOME 
Group Contributions ....................................................... 6,614 
Anonymous Contributions .............................................. 1,125 
Matching Gift Contribution ............................................ 1,262 
Walk in & Misc. Contributions ........................................ 3,158 
District 6 Rent .................................................................... 500 
Dividend Income .................................................................. 10 
Spring & Fall Event Revenue ......................................... 11,564 
Literature / Merchandise Income................................. 13,156 

Total Income $37,389 
EXPENSES 

Advertising ...................................................................... (490) 
Bank Charges .................................................................... (11) 
Credit Card Fees ............................................................. (294) 
Spring Dinner Event Expense ....................................... (4,631) 
Illinois Sales Tax ........................................................... (1,863) 
Insurance ............................................................................ (0) 
Literature Expense ....................................................... (8,274) 
Office Supplies / Newsletter ........................................ (1,623) 
Contract Labor ........................................................... (12,100) 
Postage ............................................................................. (75) 
Rent ............................................................................. (3,800) 
Phone / Comcast ......................................................... (1,455) 
Website........................................................................... (247) 

Total Expenses ($34,863) 
Net Income (Loss) $2,526 
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Attitude of Gratitude, cont’d  
(Continued from page 1) 

I was going to meetings and attending treatment and counseling. 
I thank God for my counselor. We didn’t talk about drinking 
much. She was able to decipher through what I was saying to 
find a few major issues I had to deal with if I was going to stay 
sober long term. She helped me work through those things and I 
will be forever grateful.  

I got a sponsor early on and he had me start working the steps 
immediately. I realize if he had not had me work the steps I 
would not have been able to stay sober. To me there is the 
fellowship of AA. That is attending meetings and doing service 
work. There is the program of AA. That is working the steps. I 
have to continue to do both to stay sober. Meetings alone are 
not enough. The steps alone are not enough. I pray the 3rd and 
7th step prayers daily. I attend meetings regularly. I do service 
work. I call my sponsor. I read the Big Book. I do the things that 
were suggested early on and they continue to work.  

I have a wonderful family, true friends and a great work career. 
Those things are possible because of AA. I remember the January 
6th reading. Keeping sober is the most important thing in my life. 
Without it I have nothing. An attitude of gratitude is essential. 
Because of AA I have been given the feeling that everything is 
going to be ok no matter what. That feeling can’t bought. I am 
truly grateful and blessed for the life I have been given in the AA 
program.  

Mike O 

 

Bridging the Gap! 

So many people are introduced to AA through treatment 
centers and institutions.  We have a program called “Bridging 
the Gap” which helps us help those who are being released by 
connecting them with a current member of AA as a temporary 
contact.  If you would like to help a new member, please call 
(309)687-1329 for more information.   We need your help! 

 

 


